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OI.CXs were asked what part nervous illness played in their
sickness figures. What was the percentage ? The answers varied
between 2 and 75 per cent. It depends on where you draw the line.

CONCLUSIONS.

The first of the two objects of this part of the surrey was to find
out if there had been an increase of neurosis in industry since the
war began. It will be seen from what precedes that it is not easy to
give a straight answer to this question. Here are the main conclusions :

1.  The   causes   of neurosis   are   closely  linked   with   those of
absenteeism, which presents a bigger problem in industry to-day
than before the war.

2.  Neuroses in the strict text-book sense are difficult to separate
from   the   ' reactive  debilities ""   produced  by  aggravated   current
stresses in a working population much diluted with female labour
of inferior quality judged by pre-war standards, and lacking in the
erstwhile economic incentives.

3.  These * reactive debilities ?  are given various diagnoses by
panel practitioners ; they appear to the I.M.O. as minor maladies or
intangible illnesses wherein the factor of genuine disability combines
with elusive domestic and personal causes of absenteeism and with
the  prevalent  industrial fatigue  to  produce  a  general  state  of
fc unwellness \

4.  There is some evidence of an increase of disability due to
neurosis from the records of the Post Office and of the Central Bureau
of Industrial Nursing.

o. Among * current stresses 7, long hours take first place for key
persons ; the following also play a part : transport problems, the
blackout, duplication of factory work with home duties (such as
fire- watching and Home Guard), shopping difficulties, industrial
misfits (especially among transferred workers), anxieties about
relatives in the Forces, trouble resulting from the promotion to
positions of responsibility of ill-chosen or imperfectly trained people
and boredom.

6. There is a general agreement, though there are a few emphatic
exceptions, that the air attacks on this country have produced little
in the way of overt neurosis and have directly contributed little
to the current stresses which have affected industry.

?. The difficulties brought up in this survey, of assessing the
disablement caused by neurosis, are powerful arguments in favour
of intensive and carefully planned investigations, such as those
now being carried out by Dr. Bussel Eraser under the Medical
Research Council.

The second of tl^e two objects of this part of the survey was to
lad mit if the psychiatric services at the disposal of industry were
adequate and sufficient. Here again is a soraewliat complex problem.

The central question is this :  How much of the minor maladies